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The administrative structures, of which we are all painfully familiar, have 
substituted legitimacy for enchantment. It's doubtful that anyone today is 
still holding out for the next cast of managers. Between the  "At-Least-
He's-Not-the-Other-Guy" arguments of the heart-broken Obama voters 
and Bloomberg's abysmal response to Hurricane Sandy, it is an undeni-
able fact that the only thing keeping it all together is the tendency of sys-
tems to simply linger on.

Today, nearly 200 people walked out of class and filled the grassy "Quad" 
in front of the Emory University Administration Building. After a half hour 
of speeches from the organizers of the event, a move was made to storm 
the building and occupy the 4th floor. Upon entering, it became evident 
that a small group of student leaders had committed themselves to acting 
as representatives in hopes of dialoguing with the school president. They 
manipulated crowd dynamics in order  to ensure all remained according to 
theirtheir script... This was all unsurprising. The crowd's unwillingness to accept 
this did surprise us. Would-be occupants slowly filtered out; some com-
plained that the occupation wasn't about four or five people, while others 
pointed out the inability of the university to acquiesce to demands. Those 
that stayed in the hall made small talk, and brewed the president's coffee. 

Amongst the one's who weren't already "in" on the decision-making there 
was a general feeling that this was not at all what we wanted. Some of us 
had dreamed of dramatic university occupations going on for days. Now 
we suddenly found ourselves in a university occupation, and we were 
completely  unprepared. While many were quietly grumbling  about the 
top heavy occupation  organization, others were simply shuffling through 
their textbooks in preparation or exams and finals, completely unchanged 
byby the circumstances. Anarchists failed to alter the situation enough to 
qualitatively change the demeanor of the occupation.

The gross deployment of arguments intended to deligitimize the agency 
of nonstudents was present both inside the occupation and from the ad-
ministrative staff. Between the begging on behalf of "those most affected," 
and the cynical presumption of authority by the grad students, some used 
the occupation as another maneuver in a years-long grab for power and 
recognition. What is lost in all of this is the recognizition that this isn't a 
struggle over the education of those privileged enough to gain access to 
EmorEmory University in the first place. This is a struggle between an en-
trenched capitalist aristocracy and those who are affected by their deci-
sions, living in a world designed by specialists. The occupation is a 
moment of disconnection, when the nodes of control and citizen-produc-
tion begin breaking down. As one administrator put it "We can't 'do busi-
ness' while you're out here." 

The incessant chatter about politics and legitimacy matters litt
What is important is to act decisively.

We need to understand that a conflict is necessary, and a break with the 
managerial perspective of the administration must be made before we can 
pursue what we actually want. We can't get lost in the politics of "building 
the movement" - which has basically been the justification for lying to your 
peers so they think you're more moderate than you are.

WhenWhen we act like each action exists only for itself, we consign ourselves to 
one of two dismal outcomes: the action fails, and we are demoralized, or 
we succeed and return to our complacency, vindicated in our play-acting at 
negation or, worse, "people's power." Both of these are poison. We don't 
seek to reverse the cuts, or to sit back and say "I told you so" when all of 
this is over and the cuts remain. We want to show that it doesn't really 
matter, because the same logic that governs the university governs our 
whole sowhole society. 


