
ATLANTA’S 
BURNING
On November 14th, people in Greece, Italy, 
France, Spain, Cyprus, Portugal, and Belgium re-
sisted austerity with riots and a pan-European 
general strike. During the evening in Atlanta, 
roughly 40 people met in Freedom Park for the 
first action against austerity called by Anti-Cuts 
Atlanta. Participants strolled down Moreland 
AAvenue behind a banner reading "Against Auster-
ity", dancing to music played over boom boxes 
and passing out leaflets to onlookers. Police cars 
attempted to cut off the march on Moreland, but 
the march dipped through an alley and surged 
into Little Five Points, chanting "A-ANTI-ANTI 
CAPITALISTA!" The police and Department of 
Homeland security watched as folks announced 
the reasons for the action, but no one got arrested.
 Leaflets passed out during the event explained 
that the city of Atlanta, and the federal govern-
ment more broadly, is pushing through austerity 
programs that pull funding from every sphere. 
The meager offerings from the government are 
being pulled away from us.  We could explain aus-
terity in the rationale of capitalists: Cutting wel
fare programs means an end to the brief moment 
of comfort between jobs, thereby raising job com-
petition and lowering the wages that employers 
must pay. A higher rate of exploitation means 
more production out of every hour of labor. After 
all, for the progress of capital, profits must con-
tinue to rise.
 While financial markets can right themselves 
by borrowing more money and reorganizing pro-
duction, we're left to deal with the damage. The 
stock markets have soared back to pre-crash 
levels, but almost every month we are hit with new 
cuts.
 Austerity functions as just another facet of the 
governmental illusion of handling the crisis we 
are living:  We are instructed that the government 
must spend sparingly, that we must live “aus-
terely,” to postpone and prepare for the impending 
catastrophe. Life-threatening economic collapse 
awaits on the other side of the "fiscal cliff," so we 
must must rush to prepare.
 We agree with the capitalists that an end is 
coming, but not one that their austerity programs 
could save us from. What lies in our futures is not 
the end of the world, but the end of this particular 
world. What approaches is not the end of all life, 

 Black Friday, that glorious day American's cut 
short their rest and thanks for in hopes of tram-
pling one another for the best deals on television 
screens and video games, has once again lead to a 
death. Previous Black Friday's have involved tram-
pling deaths, fist fights, tasers, and pepper spray, all 
in the fight for the lowest price. This past Black 
Friday a person from Lithonia was tackled and 
choked to death by a private Wal-Mart security 
guard and two "store associates." The person was 
accused of attempting to shoplift two DVD players.  
A Wal-Mart spokesperson said "No amount of 
merchandise is worth someone's life," while others 
have commended the security guard for "doing his 
job"job" and blamed the alleged shoplifter for his own 
death. Thoughts like these are borne from a society 
in which the move for profit is given a higher status 
than human life. 
 An analysis like this misses out on all the factors 
that drive someone to shoplift, and places absolute 
obedience to the law above all else. The comment 
from the spokesperson is supposed to conceal the 
riots and uprisings taking place in Chinese Wal-

Mart factories in which death is a regular oc-
curence. To us, shoplifting is a beautiful thing, 
from businesses both big and small. Shoplifting is 
a way of providing things for yourself, without 
having to sell your time and body to someone else. 
We can understand the urge to steal from Wal-
Mart. We can't understand murdering someone 
over two stolen DVD players for a company that 
creates misery for so many. To all those attempt-
ing to apply the five-finger discount, be smart, be 
safe, and know the felony limit is $300 in Georgia. 

MAN MURDERED ON 
BLACK FRIDAY
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11.14 MARCH AGAINST AUSTERITY

On Saturday, December 1st, a small group gath-
ered in front of an occupied home on Aberdeen 
Street to begin a "neighborhood Resistance 
Parade." The small gathering had black flags, 
streamers, costumed jesters and drums and began 
a slow procession through the Edgewood neigh-
borhood. People marched behind a large banner 
and passed out fliers. The parade reached the 
Edgewood Courts apartment complex where 
dozens of children flooded out of the apartments to 
spontaneously join the march. The young ones, 
who appeared to be in the early grades of elemen-
tary school, soon joined the anti-police chants. 
They even began their own: All Cops Are 
Bastards/Fuck da Police! The march circled the 
portents, waved goodbye to its new found friends 
and ended back at the house from where it began.
 While the march was fun for all involved, we 
can't help but wonder at what it means to resist "as 
a neighborhood." In the atomized world we live in, 
we have no more automatic connection with the 
people who live next to us than we do to those who 
live across the country. It is great to be able to form 
strong bonds with those close to us, and sometimes 
itit may be easier to be close to those geographically 
nearby. But neighborhoods are not defined by us, 
and no longer are their borders clear. Some strug-
gle to meet their rent each month, while their next 
door neighbors park their luxury cars in front of 
their geometric houses. We should always be look-
ing for ways to spread resistance, and not just 
within the false borders of neighborhoods.

but the end of this particular way of living. We 
don’t believe that we can convince the politicians 
and the capitalists to stop pushing through auster-
ity measures. We don’t mean to demand the end of 
austerity, nor believe that an end to austerity is 
possible under capitalism. To confront austerity is 
to confront capitalism and the powers that uphold 
it.it. Our orientation against the system we live 
under sets us against austerity, too. 
 Unphased by their false prophecies of the end of 
the world, we have no need of their salvation. The 
crisis we live is not one oriented toward an eco-
nomic doom, but one we must seize as our own: We 
are the crisis, and this particular world will end 
only by our own movements.
"The despair one feels confronting this reality is 
an honest appraisal of a disaster from which there 
is no easy escape. Let us hold this despair close, let 
it nurture us. Honestly is always the best policy for 
survival." We look forward to the uncertainty that 
awaits us. 
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